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Turtle
conservation
group releases
hatchlings in
Birds Creek

gy KAITLIN SYLVESTER
Staff

©On May 1, among the first whispers of spring,
the dediceted volunteers of Think Turtle Con-
servation Initiative releascd a clutch of snap-
ping turtles that bad overwintered at the turtle
‘hospital. With careful hands and hopeful hearts,
the first batch of hatchlings were released into
the wild, marking the beginning of a new sea-
son of ecological preservation.

The journey of these hatchlings is a testament
to the tireless efforts of conservationists and
the challenges faced by wildlife in the region.
Discovered along the highways last fall, these
eggs were found through sheer luck when a
mama turtle nested on top of an existing nest,
scattering eggs along the roadside. They were
spotted by a Jocal resident and picked up for
overwintering at the turtle hospilal. Providing
the hatchlings with a fighting chance, overwin-
tering shields them from the harsh winter ele-
ments and offers the opportunity to thrive come
springtime.

While nests are typically better off protected
outdoors, rather than brought inside through the
winter, Kelly Wallace, the maneging director of
Think Turtle Conservation Initiative, reflects on
the delicate balance between human infrastruc-
ture and wildlife preservation. Current limita-
tions within the municipal bylaws prevent the
installation af nest proteciors along roadsides
where turtles frequenily nesl. In Hastings High-
fands, the language around discarding debris
has prevented the volunteers from setting vp
nest protectors along roadsides where mauy
turtles tend to nest.

Though the nest protectors would be off of the
road and not cause any impediment to traffic,
the current language could sc¢ fines levied at
the volunteers if nest protectors were to be in-
stalled, Wallace emphasizes the need for mu-
nicipslities and regulatory bodies ta reevaluate
existing policies, emphasizing the vitsl role
proactive conservation measures play in safe-
guarding these vulnerable species.

Particularly as climate change alters tradition-
al nesting patiems and habitats, the need for
adaptable and collaborative conservation efforts
‘becomes increasingly urgent. From habitat loss
1o poaching. snapping turtles face 2 myriad of
threats requiring vigilant attention and collec-
tive action from the community. Wallace also
noted poaching was a real threat 1o Baneroft's

see TURTLES On page 8

North Hastings Community Integration Association how to properly plant the 500 whita pine

="

Registered Professional Forester Fred Wemer instructs the attendees from the Bancroft and Area Stewardship Council, the Scouts and the
ings &t 6 G .

Areaon

May 4. IMICHAEL RILEY Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

COMM
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Stewardship Council plants 500 trees at McGeachie

sy MICHAEL RILEY
Local Joumalism Initiative Reporter

tion Area on May 4. They were joined by Crowe
Valley Conservalion Area regulation officer
Beth Lowe, Professional Registered Forester
Fred Wemer, and Lincoln Electric Rally of the
Tall Pines coordinator Bruce Leonard, whose
ization donated the money to procure the

The Bancroft Area hip Council, along
with the Scouts and the North Hastings Com-
munity Integration Association planted 500
white wine seedlings at McGeachie Conserva-

[ counci_

seedlings far this initiative. BASC's chair Ian
Hendry and its vice chair John O'Donnell com-
ment on this successful event.

BASC, along with the NHCIA and the Scouts,
came to McGeachic Conservation Ares on
May 4 at |0 a.m. to help plant 500 white pine
seedlings, made possible by a $750 donation
by the Rally of the Tall Pines. This planting of
white pine seedlings, the provincial tres of On-~
tario, was to help replenish trees that were lost

see TREES On page 3

HH council silent regarding NHCC report

v BILL KiLPATRICK
 Suaff

The report on the operational casts of the North
Hastings Community Centre, prepared by the
Town of Bancroft, was presented to Hastings
Highlands council under the agenda section en-
titled “Comespondence.” It was accepted without
question or commment, under what can only be de-
scribed as an eerie silence. The repont goes over

the history of the arena, and how things have ar-
rived in their current state and outlines the findings
of both the operational costs review and the origin
of the users. The Town of Bancroft is still await-

ly running a $207,350 deficit. The report breaks
down the costs per municipality based on the per
cent of the users from each punicipality. The re-
port gates that 38.5 per cemt of the users of the

ing the findings of the facility that was
completed in 2023 — a report that will outline the
“long-erm capital costs required to maintain the
building™ and allow the town t0 imegrate those
costs into their asset management plan.

As was previously reported by The Bancrofi
Fimes and Bancroft This Week the arena is current-

Hastings Hi
which equates to a yearly payment of §79,800.
The repon, that was sent (o seven municipalities,
points out that these findings represent a “starting
point” on the road to a future agreement and asks

see REPORT On page 2
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From left, BASC vice chalr John O'Donnell, Growe Vallay C i
officer Beth Lowe, and Fred Wemer at the planting of 500 white pine
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BASC chair lan Hendry collecling water to help with the plenting.

Trees planted at local
conservation area

Cont'd From page 1

during the destuctive derecho that hit the area
last year.

Lowe thought the planting of these white pine
seedlings by the BASC, NHCIA and the Scouts
was awesorne.

“You know, John {O’Donnell, BASC vice
chair] and company are cut here doing this. I's
the Scouts out here doing this and these kids
plant the wees and grow with these trees. And
then they know that this space is bere so it re-
ally gets them connected Lo nature,” she says.

‘Wemner was there to show the attendees how to
properly plant the white pine seedlings.

“And then 1 go around and sort of individually
coach some of them and answer their questions.
as they’re learning,” he says.

‘Werner says they'll be planting the seedlings
on the forest floor and letting them fend for
themselves.

“If they're planted right, they’ll probably sur-
vive. We don’t expect everything to be a full-
size tree, just because of the history of planting
these. Seedlings are food for certain species and
the weather takes its tol] as well,” he says.

Leonard says they've donated every year for
the past eigh to 10 years and this past year, they
upped their donation to §750.

“The Rally [of the Tall Pincs] comes up here
every year and the Town [of Bancrofi] and area
welcomes us so much, So, something we can
do in return, other than bringing business to the
arca. Here's something we can do for the ares,”
he says.

Loretta Kaperski was there with the Scouts and
said they’d been planting trees for eight years.
She says that Scouts Canada docs a Scoulrees-
community tree planting initiative every year,
which is a pledge fundraiser and they get pledg-
es to plant trees.

“In this way, we can make 1he world a better
place 1han the way we found it. So, it’s a great
opportunity to make a difference in the world.
We started off doing Algonquin Park when
they had the funding. We planted a maximum
of 2,000 trees over a weekend, And then when
COVID-19 happened and the funding stopped,
we went in search of tree planting we could do.
Ome year we found someone reforesting their
property sa we did 400 trees there, and then I
was lucky to get teamed up with the BASC.
Evi ery. April, they reach out and we come out to
help,” she says.

Werner then called upon all the akkndm to
come over and he gave them all a talk on how
to properly plant the white pine seedlings and
the icchnigue, so that they have the best chance
of growing to maturity withaut being eaten or

infested by discase.

O'Donnell thanked everyone for coming, and
thanked Leonard for the Rally of the Tall Pines
donation, which made procuring the white pine
scedlings possible. He said as vice chair, he's
part of the BASC, which has a trec and shrub
program every spring.

“I also want w0 thank Beth Lowe, CVCA
regulation officer, who came by to help us.
['ve worked with the BASC and the CVCA to
facilitate this. After the derecho last year, the
devastation it caused to that beautiful mature
hardwood bush, it's a good time to do this re-
forcstation. At one time, this whole arca was a
white pine forest. So hopefully, the folks pul-
ting in the trees, when you get ald like me,
you'll be able to go back and say 'see that tree?
1 planted that,” he says.

After O’Donnell’s camments, everyotie tock
to the path into the forest to plant the 500 white
pine seediings, Richard Taylor, one of the plant-
crs, said il was going pretty quickly.

“I think we'll make short work of the 500 trees
with all the peaple that showed up,” he says.

G'Donnell told The Bancroft Tirtes that he
was very happy with the planting on May 4.

“We had a1l the key players take part, includ-
ing the BASC, CVCA, Rally of the Tall Pincs,
the Scouts troop, and NHCIA. It took just over
two hours to plant the 500 trees ond the weather
was perfect despite the forecast we had Friday.
This was fun watching our planters take so
much of Fred Wemer’s instructions to heart.
They will remember this throughout their life-
time and helping to restore the forest the wind-
storm changed will be something they all can
be proud of. Thanks to everyone who put out
such a great cffort on this worthwhile project,”
he says.

Hendry reiferated ta The Bancroft Times that it
took them a little over two hours to finish plant-
ing the 500 white pine seedlings.

“This was our second year working together
as a group and it really was a special time. Wilh
volunleers from the BASC, Scouts Canada and
the [North Hastings] Community lntegration
Association all working together towards a
common goal, it went quickly,” he says. “It’s al-
ways great to work together with our youth and
teach them the importance of good stewardship
and 8 shining example of how well collaborat-
ing with others works so well.”

For more information regarding ¢ach of the
organizations patticipating in the tree planting
iniliative visit their websites at: wwwbancroﬂ-

ca; cn;

1]} and, www, 1

wr
ley.com,

Forester Fred Wemer instructs the attendees from the Bancroft
ip Council, the Scouls and the North Hastings Community Integration

Assoclation how to properly plant the 500 white plna saedl!ngs

Richand Taylor and Amelia putting in their seedlings.
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Lifa in sarly Bancroft has almosl baen fargotten
loday. AB slong the York River there were
sactions of temitory which in the spring of the
yaar became drowned land. In the worst years.
the walar backed up against the Eagles Nest,
and Mike Bums spoke of spring burials in St.
John's Anglcan Cemetery when graves had to
be bailed out bafora ths funeral could procesd.
Water sloshing across Hastings Strest was
ccommon and, in the Village's, original business
oemmmeeme@edmhaveabasemem
since it would be awash for part of aad1
year. Lookdng at Hastings Street today it is
almost impossible ta bekeve that et least 20
feet of fll has been dumped over the original
corduroy road and the land has been raised
untl it is no longer In danger from the flooding

vﬂdﬂy This headiine for waek in May of 1893
prociaims, "York River on the Rampage.” His
article reads as folows.

“When a number a stop logs were removsd
from the now useless dam at Baptiete Lake lasi
Thursday, the York Branch waters rose (o flood

Museum Minute

Submitted by the Bancraft North Hastings Heritage Museum

Spring Floods on Hastings Street

& large portion of Barcroft. On Monday might
the boom, strung by the Davy brothers, Just
above the town dam, broke, A log Jam formed
there which backed up tha water untll it was
over lwo feal deep an Hastings Streel, Where
upon boats were the only safe way ta travel.”

"Homes were flaoded, and occupants were
obliged t seek safety in higher quarters. Agang
of lown's al iy on the jam
umk;hwasbmkenabmnﬂpm This drained
the street tha abrmnaly

considerably,
high-watsr level is causing annoyance since
debris of all kinds is floating. I may be weeks
baforo the river recedes.”

they no lenger usa it in their opsrations,
should ba taken to compal its remaval so thers.
can bs no recumrence of prasen affairs.”
“Some of the resdits of the flooding is a kas of
over $100 worth of logs by the Davy brothers.
Work is on the flooded sawmil and
F. MuBet can only reach his stahle by boat.”
“Watar covers the floor of Maurice Fitzgerald's
home to a depth of four inches and the road
near the Eaplo's Nesl was under five fest
This  makes

Hoursare1oam tod pam.,
Tuesday to Friday.
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